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Hawaii’s Woodshow 2008, the sixteenth annual juried furniture and woodworking exhibition of
the Hawai’i Forest Industry Association (HFIA) the was a huge success. This year’s Show was held at the
Hawaii Convention Center in Honolulu, November 20th through 23rd.
Hawaii’s Woodshow is designed to encourage an appreciation for the participating artists and the
materials they use. It promotes the positive role forests play in our economy and ecology. The Show
calls for the use of wood from Hawaiian-grown tree species, especially those that have been planted and
brought to maturity here in Hawai’i. It is intended to serve as a reference point for the planting of native
and non-native high value hardwoods for future generations.
Throughout the three-day show, attendees were treated to over 100 extraordinary heirloomquality works made from Koa, Mango, Kamani, Milo, Norfolk pine, macadamia nut, Kiawe and other interesting and beautiful Hawai‘i-grown woods.

Frank McClure’s Mangifera.

The Show was jointly judged by three esteemed jurors, Michael Fortune, Carol Khewhok and Steve
Meder. Judging was based on “Inspiration of Design” and “Excellence of Implementation”. After entries
were determined compliant with the technical rules of the Show, the judges reviewed each entry without
knowing the name of the artist.
Awards included: Best in Show; First Place in the categories of Furniture, Sculpture, Turning, Open,
and Novice; Honorable Mentions; Skolmen Award; and Kent Award.
The Skolmen Award is intended to stimulate and reward creative promotion of woods from lesserknow, non-native trees. The award honors Dr. Roger G. Skolmen who, while with the Honolulu office of the
USDA Institute for Pacific Islands Forestry in the 1960’s, 70’s, and 80’s, did much groundbreaking research on
the mechanical properties of Hawaii-grown timber species. Andy Cole, Tai Lake, and Francisco Clemente
were recipients of the Skolmen Award. They received premiums underwritten by C. Barton Potter Co. as
well as a copy of Common Forest Trees donated by the University of Hawaii College of Tropical Agriculture
and Human Resources (CTAHR) and co-authored by Dr. Skolmen.
The Kent Award, sponsored by artist Ron Kent, recognizes and encourages the most promising artist
under 18 year of age. Rachel K. Dunn was the recipient of this year’s Kent Award. Rachel also won first
place in the Student Division.
Of equal status to the other awards were the People’s Choice and the Artist’s Choice awards. The
People’s Choice Award was based on the tally of the votes by the viewing public. Alan Wilkinson received
the People’s Choice Award for his "Dining Table”. For the Artist’s Choice Award, each participating artisan
had the opportunity to vote for their favorite piece. Joel Bright’s “Ginger on Mother-of-Curl” won the Artist’s Choice Award.

Mary Philpotts McGrath Speaks at Sneak Preview Party
HFIA honored Mary Philpotts McGrath, Hawaii's foremost interior designer at a Sneak
Preview Cocktail Party this year. Mary
shared her thoughts on the Show. Attendees had an opportunity to meet her and
purchase her acclaimed book, with freelance writer Kaui Philpotts and photographer David Duncan Livingston, titled,
“Hawaii: A Sense of Place” .
Mary is known for her ability to find the essence in any project and reinterpret it with
simplicity and clarity. “It's often the contents, what we choose to put into our
spaces, rather than the structures themselves that determine contemporary
Hawaiian style," says Mary Philpotts McGrath.
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Best of Show

“Arch-Top Guitar” by R. W. Scheurenbrand.

Meet R. W. Scheurenbrand
R. W. “Rollo” Scheurenbrand started working as a carpenter in the
mid-’70s, and progressed to cabinetry, furniture building, and eventually
found what has become his passion -- building stringed instruments. He is a
self-taught luthier who first entered Hawaii's Woodshow in 2002, and has
since won numerous awards for his instruments. Working with locally-grown
woods and other tonewoods, Rollo creates one of a kind instruments emphasizing tonal characteristics, playability, craftsmanship and aesthetics. He
hand builds custom acoustic steel string guitars and ukuleles full time in his
Kailua, O’ahu shop.
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Award of Excellence

“Dining Table” by Alan Wilkinson.

Meet Alan Wilkinson
Alan Wilkinson was born in Glendale,
California, in 1943. He came to Hawai`i in
1963 to surf for a while and ended up staying.
Alan attended the University of Hawai’i in a Bachelors
of Fine Arts program, majoring
in sculpture with a minor in
Asian art history. Financial reality changed his career course,
starting with a job in a local
shipyard working on large
wooden vessels.

In 1968, that job ended and Wilkinson
Koa Furniture began. The learning curve was
steep, although training seminars with Sam
Maloof, James Krenov, Ian
Kirby, Alan Peters, and especially, a three week intensive
course with Art Carpenter in
1976 accelerated his understanding of designing and building furniture.
As the furniture got better, so did the clients and commissioned projects. And the
rest is history.
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First Place Winners
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Open

“Ginger on Mother-of-Curl” by Joel Bright.
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Furniture

“Ka Lokahi” by Ricardo Vasquez.
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First Place Winners
Sculpture
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Turning

“Night Marchers” by Cliff Johns.

“Wall Sculpture” by Michael Smith.
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Novice

“Zane” by Kapa Haskell.

6

© 2008, Hal Lum NOT FOR REPRODUCTION

© 2008, Hal Lum NOT FOR REPRODUCTION

Honorable Mention

“Stradivarius Model Cello” by Jim Van Houten.
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“Lacen” by Kapa Haskell.

“Ascending From the Tree” by Andy Cole.
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“Cook Pine Bowl” by Michael Smith.
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Honorable Mention
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“Mahina Hapalua” by Mats Fogelvik.

“No Ka Oi” by Brian DeYoung and Mike Blanken.
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Heidi Wild

Honorable Mention

“Dolphin Table” by Guy Leslie and Robert Holden.
“Starseed III” by Kahi Ching.

Artist’s Choice Award

Heidi Wild
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People’s Choice Award

“Dining Table” by Alan Wilkinson.

“Ginger on Mother-of-Curl” by Joel Bright.
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Skolmen Award Winners

“De La Mano Oculta” by Francisco Clemente.

Mats Fogelvik

“A Touch of Island Spice” by Andy Cole.

“Lateen Dining Table” by Tai Lake.

Mats Fogelvik

Kent Award Winner

“Desk Pen Sets” by Rachel K. Dunn.
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Meet the Honorable Judges
and writing on the history of contemporary art in
ASEAN region while living in Singapore.

Michael Fortune
Designer/maker, teacher, and mentor Michael
C. Fortune is one of Canada’s most respected and
creative contemporary furniture masters. Since his
career began 33 years ago, Michael has become acclaimed for his innovative, but resolved, designs for
one-of-a-kind objects in wood, commissioned residential furnishings, and items in limited editions.
His work has brought him an international clientele and reputation. He is acknowledged for both
his technical and design expertise, giving lectures
and workshops across Canada and the US. His
work has appeared in numerous exhibitions worldwide and he has taught at many schools and craft
centers. In 1996, he accepted an invitation to become the first Chair of the new Wood Products
Design program in Nelson, British Columbia.
Michael has volunteered his time and expertise
to Woodlinks, a joint Canadian/U.S. not-for-profit
organization dedicated to revitalizing vocational
training in secondary schools throughout North
America. He was an active trustee of the Furniture
Society based in North Carolina, an organization
that encourages innovative studio furniture making
across North America. In addition, he received the
2007 Award of Distinction from the Furniture Society.

Steve Meder
Stephen Meder is an Associate Professor at the
School of Architecture, University of Hawai’i at
Manoa, Director of the Center for Smart Building
and Community Design, and has been a talented
and well-respected furniture maker, designer, and
principle with Meder-Hill Designs. He holds a joint
University of Hawai‘i appointment. He serves as
the director at the Sea Grant College Program and
is also on the faculty of the School of Architecture
where is teaches, conducts research and serves as
director of the School’s Environmental Systems
Laboratory.
Steve’s research on sustainable development,
particularly solar design and high performance buildings has been widely recognized. He has received
numerous awards for his innovative designs and
work.
He co-authored the University of Hawai‘i Charter of Sustainability and has been very active in
working to establish programs to reduce water and
energy demand on campus and to assist in establishing the University of Hawai‘i as a model for a sustainable future. He helped design and is currently
the director of the Center for Smart Building and
Community Design, a partnership between the Sea
Grant College Program and the School of Architecture. He is also recognized for his work with underserved communities in Wai‘anae and Kalihi.

Carol Khewhok

Heidi Wild

Carol Khewhok is currently the Curator for the
Honolulu Academy of Arts (HAA). She has held
several positions over her 21-year career at HAA
and has demonstrated varied talents such as public
relations and writing and producing for television.
Art has been a constant throughout Carol’s career,
with particular emphasis and expertise in Indonesian
and Asian art and language. This expertise will
serve her well as she pursues a new career direction with her position at the Doris Duke Foundation for Islamic Art (Shangri-La). Carol received
her Bachelor of Fine Arts from University of the
Arts, Philadelphia and Master of Arts from University of Hawai’i at Manoa. She was awarded a Fulbright Scholarship in 1983, which funded research
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Hawaii’s Woodshow 2008.

Meet the Invited Artists
tectural woodworker after a woodworking apprenticeship that took him all across the US. These
“journeyman” travels put him in touch with master
craftsmen, architects, and artists, and allowed him
to work on a wide variety of challenging projects.
Years spent in the Pacific Northwest allowed him to
become involved with forestry as a way of life, and
today a cornerstone of the work he produces is the
connection of the craftsman with the long term
health of our forests.
Tai designs and builds fine furniture from local
hardwoods, and manages a koa forest project here
in Kona. He is president of the Big Island Woodworkers Guild and lives in Holualoa, on the Big Island of Hawaii. Tai’s work has received numerous
awards and images of his work have been published
nationally. His pieces can be seen at selected galleries on the Island of Hawaii and in Aspen, Colorado.

Bob Butts
Bob Butts is a highly-respected and successful
woodworker in Hawai’i and has been an active participant in the Woodshow since its inception. Bob
has been named a perennial winner at the annual
Hawaii’s Woodshow, each year receiving an award
or two. Bob has been interested in woodworking
since the age of 15. Born the son of a Coast
Guardsman and traveling around the world as a
military dependant, Bob was exposed to many cultures and lifestyles, including Hawaiian. Bob has developed his expertise in the craft of working with
wood and is among the finest of Hawaii’s bowl turners & furniture makers.

Robert Holden
Shortly after completing a Bachelor of Landscape Architecture Degree from the prestigious
Rhode Island School of Design (1967), Robert Holden helped a friend build a wooden sixty-foot
schooner and therein began his love affair with
wood. Although self-taught, Robert has acquired an
expansive knowledge of the history, design and
creation of wooden art forms including hand carving, sculptural and classical design, and restoration
work.
Robert has been featured in a variety of national
and international publications and has gained notoriety regarding prop design and creation for several
television series. His innovation and talent have
garnered him numerous state and Mainland awards.
His ability to design and create wood pieces that
are regional in nature, yet universal in appeal stems
from his dedication to keeping the art of hand
carved wooden creations alive.

Frank McClure
Frank McClure was born in Idaho in 1955.
Upon moving to the islands in 1969, he quickly
adopted a lifestyle built around enjoying the natural
resources of the islands. McClure is a self-taught
artist which has allowed his work to avoid the constraints of conventional training. His current work
uses primarily salvaged material and techniques perfected in the surfboard industry using an array of
pwer-carving, grinding, and sanding tools. McClure
also fabricates custom tools as special needs dictate
which allow for the unique and creative features of
his creations.

Alan Wilkinson
Alan Wilkinson was born in 1943 in Glendale,
California. He received his Bachelor of Fine Arts
from the University of Hawaii at Manoa in 1968.
He started his business, Wilkinson Koa Furniture, in
1969.

Tai Lake
A lifelong dedication to the study of woodworking and design began in his family’s construction
business and was refined through study at Buckminster Fullers’ design department at Southern Illinois
University. Lake came to Hawaii in 1980 as an archi12

Meet Woodshow Coordinator Marian Yasuda
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Hawaii’s Woodshow’s Event Coordinator Marian Yasuda is not only an
excellent event coordinator, she is an athlete, community leader, and talented woodworker. Marian, who is a well known artist, has been involved
with the Woodshow in one form or another since its inception. She began
her involvement by submitting her work and her role as a contributing artist was constant throughout the first 14 shows. By the second show, she
was volunteering first as the staging coordinator, then Woodshow cochair, and ultimately the event coordinator.
Marian brings the unique perspective of artist, volunteer, and past HFIA director to the
woodshow. “In spite of the ominous economic global outlook and the uncertainty of a different
venue, the 2008 Woodshow was a smashing success. The Woodshow was enjoyed by thousands
of admirers, and many of those fans ended up purchasing a piece from the show to take home
with them and enjoy for years to come. The 2008 Woodshow was a shining light during a somewhat dim November”, she said.

Hawaii’s Woodshow 2008.

“Waiomina by Robert Holden.
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Sponsors and Donors
Benefactors
Kamehameha Schools
Martin and MacArthur
Woodcraft Hawaii
Department of Land and Natural Resources Division of Forestry and Wildlife

Gold ($500-$999)
Tradewinds Forest Products, LLC

Silver ($100-$499)
Akamai Glass
Bello’s Millwork, Inc.
Bubbie’s Ice Cream
Fogelvik Furniture
Hawaii Beach Homes
Hawaii Island Hardwoods
Dr. James & Robert Holm-Kennedy
Ron Kent
Thomas A. Loudat

Lyons Brandt Cook & Hiramatsu
C. Barton Potter
C. Dudley Pratt
The Picture Frame Shop—Richard Cunningham
Peter Simmons
Gregg Smith—Woodturner
R. Suda
Teichner Walburn & Associates

Silent Auction Donors
Big Island Candies
C. Barton Potter Co.
Dave & Busters
Doubletree Alana Hotel
J. Kelly Dunn
Rachel Dunn
Hammercraft
Hawaii Forest & Trail
Hawaii Theatre Center

Heather Gallo
Honolulu Zoo
Kona Brewing Company
Lyman Museum
Maui Golf and Sports Park
Miramar at Waikiki
Natural Wellness Center
One more– Koa Frame
Pacific Beach Hotel

Red Lobster
Sea Life Park
See's Candies
Peter Simmons
The Contemporary Museum
UH Athletics' Director's Office
Woodcraft Hawaii
Zippy's Restaurants

Special Award Underwriters
Bart Potter and Ron Kent

In-kind Donors
Island Collections
King & Zelko Hawaiiant Woodworks
Keith Robbins

Special Mahalo to:
J.B. Friday, Kelly Siu Design, Uncle Harry Koizumi, Mary Philpotts McGrath, Mike Robinson, Dr. Roger
Skolmen, Michael Tam, Heidi Wild, and Marian Yasuda and her team of volunteers
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Hawaii’s Wood
The Hawaii’s Wood brand represents fine
items crafted here in Hawai‘i. It is a guarantee that your purchase is unique, made from
wood grown in the Hawaiian Islands.
Items designated as Hawaii’s Wood are unmistakably creations of Hawaii’s finest wood
workers, offering a tradition of respect, value,
quality and beauty along with an intrinsic aura
of Aloha. The richness of a myriad of tropical
woods and the artistry of local craftsmen are
expressed in the Hawaii’s Wood brand.
Hawaii’s woodworkers, although they create as
individuals, have in common the rich materials
they work with and the vision of excellence
they share. Fine craftsmen have long been inspired by the beauty and quality of Hawaii’s
Wood, shaping it into everything from sacred
ceremonial vessels to musical instruments.
Woodwork continues to be cherished for its
aesthetic and cultural value.
Whether koa, mango, milo, kamani, Norfolk
pine or another Island-grown tree, Hawaii’s
Wood brings the spirit and mystery of the Islands into your home. Because of its unsurpassed beauty and enduring quality, Hawaii’s
Wood never loses its value.

Hawai`i Forest Industry Association
P.O. Box 5594
Kailua-Kona, HI 96745-5594
Phone: 808-933-9411
FAX: 253-550-3062
Email: Hawaii.forest@hawaiiantel.net
Website: www.hawaiiforest.org
HFIA /Jan. 09

